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Fun in the Water at Corpach Marina
Lots of fun was had at Corpach Marina's Community Day at the end of May ­ more info and pics inside...



Kilmallie 
Community News

Lots of info in this newsletter, nearing the end of 
the Summer and it has been a busy time! Please 
come along and support any events happening in 
Kilmallie, it's great to see so much happening and 

we appreciate all the support!

 We could always use new contributors, so if you 
have something interesting to say or a local story to 

tell, please get in touch! 

Also, if anyone is able to help deliver newsletters, 
please get in touch, even if you can just deliver a 

few to local neighbours.

The views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the views of the newsletter team or the 

Community Council.

Carol Anne Campbell & Ann Moffat

KCC Meetings
the place to share

your ideas and concerns
about local issues – everyone welcome

Monthly meetings will all be in person and online @ 7.15pm via 

Zoom until further notice. Notification of meetings is via our 

distribution email list. Our next meetings are scheduled as 

follows:­
 

28/09/2026, 26/10/2026, 23/11/2026

 Minutes and Agendas are posted on the noticeboards

at Banavie and Corpach, on our website ­ www.kilmallie.org.uk, 

and are emailed if requested. If you would like

to be added to our distribution list please contact

secretary@kilmallie.org.uk.
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Beavers in Lochaber?
Have you ever seen a beaver? Most people in Scotland haven’t. 

These large, aquatic, vegetarian rodents, which are about the 

size of a small labrador, were hunted to extinction over 400 years 

ago. Once common in our rivers, they now exist in only small 

pockets around the country, having been reintroduced in various 

ways. Here in our part of the world, Loch Abar Mòr, a nature 

restoration partnership bringing together land managers, 

communities and businesses from across Lochaber, is consulting 

communities about reintroducing them to the Lochy catchment 

area. The group organised a consultation event in Kilmallie 

Community Centre on 21 July. Having seen some of the 

controversy reported in the press, particularly regarding beavers 

along the Tay, I was not convinced beforehand that the time and 

resources required to address potential concerns about 

introducing beavers would be justified. However, I came away 

convinced that the presence of beavers in the Lochy catchment 

area would be overwhelmingly positive. It seemed that many of 

the other attendees at the event were of a similar opinion.

Beavers are part of our natural fauna, and are often described as 

‘ecosystem engineers’, due to the way they can change the 

landscape, particularly by damming small burns. Benefits to 

biodiversity from these small dams can include helping to restore 

and create river and freshwater habitats which boost populations 

of invertebrates, amphibians, birds, fish and mammals. These 

habitats can also support a diversity of plant species and help 

improve downstream water quality. Beavers are strict herbivores 

and so there are none of the issues that can be associated with 

the re­introduction of predators. 

The habitats created by beavers hold water during times of 

drought and reduce impacts of flooding during heavy rain by 

holding back the water flow. This has resulted in some flooding of 

agricultural land beside rivers in lowland areas but this is unlikely 

to be a problem in our area. There may be concerns over beaver 

dams affecting the migration of salmon in some upper tributaries, 

but there are also benefits to fish from pools of deeper, cooler 

water. However, Scotland’s Beaver Strategy published in 2022 

identifies actions that should be taken if any negative impacts are 

identified.

We have been spared the devastating heat, drought and wildfires 

affecting other parts of Scotland, the UK and Europe this summer 

but it is clear that the climate crisis is advancing faster even than 

many of the more pessimistic predictions. We don’t know what 

that means for Lochaber, but it is likely to be more extremes, 

including both drought and rain. In the currently parched 

landscape of West Sussex one small river where beavers were 

re­introduced stands out as a strip of green. As we think about all 

the adaptations we may need in the face of the changing climate, 

the presence of beavers would be one small step towards 

improving resilience by absorbing water in times of heavy rain 

and holding it during times of drought.

Russell Leaper

Image from Scotland the Big Picture



Growing, Learning and Coming Together

It’s been a busy summer for Kilmallie Community Fridge & Garden, filled with 
growing, learning, creativity and plenty of opportunities to bring people 

together.

Learning from Other Communities
On 10th and 11th June, some of our volunteers travelled north as part of a 
Community Learning Exchange. We stopped at Flip of the Coin in Alness, 

where Lucy showed us how their new space is using gardening and 
creativity to support the community. Then in Thurso, Thurso Community 

Development Trust showed us around their community gardens and 
greenhouses. Previously used by the council and later left in disrepair, the 
greenhouses have been brought back into community use and now host a 
plant nursery, workshops and events. A huge thank you to both projects for 

sharing their experiences and giving us lots of ideas to bring home!

The Big Do & Celebrating Our Volunteers
On 20th June, we joined Eden Project Communities’ Month of Community 

with our Big Do, which was also a chance to celebrate and say thank you to 
our wonderful volunteers. We got stuck into some jobs around Kilmallie Hall 
before slowing things down with a relaxed community lunch, plenty of good 

food and lots of interesting chat. 

At the beginning of August, we held two more special volunteer events. On 
1st August, Hannah from GreenMind Space led a fantastic family day of 

nature mandalas, clay creations, forest crowns and fire lighting, with 
volunteers joined by children and grandchildren. Then the next day, Ali from 
Spiritual Journeys brought things down a gear with a wonderfully relaxing 
sound bath using singing bowls and percussion – and a good night’s sleep 
was definitely on the cards afterwards! It was lovely sharing time together 
and celebrating the people who make so much of what we do possible!

On 26th June, Clare from West Highland Herbal joined us for our first herbal 
medicine workshop. After learning about the skin and how it works, we 
mixed, melted and whisked our way to lip balm, antiseptic cream and 

‘jointment’ – some of which was immediately put to use on blisters and 
swollen joints! Clare returns on 24th October for Tonics & Tinctures – or 

potion making, as we’ll be calling it for Halloween/Samhain! Booking details 
will follow.

In the Garden
Our 19th July and 16th August gardening days saw Alison from Arisaig join 

us to make upcycled planters and decorative slates alongside the usual 
picking, weeding, composting and sowing. We also enjoyed plenty of 

produce from the garden, including potatoes, chard, kale, mange tout, peas 
and baby courgettes. We saved seeds and propagated some mint and 

strawberry. A couple of brave volunteers also emptied our hot compost bin, 
discovering that compostable bags don’t necessarily break down in it! If 

you’d like to join our community composting group, please get in touch and 
we can take you through the process and explain what can and can’t go into 

the bin.

Coming Up…
On 5th September, we’ll be taking part in the Highlands and Islands Climate 
Festival with Worms and HOPE! We’ll be building our new community worm 

farm and learning about vermicomposting, followed by a screening of the 
first episode of the docuseries HOPE!

Then it’s time for one of our favourite events of the year – Apple Day on 
3rd October! Save the date, with more details coming soon.

Our Autumn programme continues with Beginners Sewing Machine 
Workshops on 11th and 18th October, followed by Clare from West Highland 

Herbal returning for Tonics & Tinctures on 24th October.

Finally, on 1st and 8th November, we’ll be exploring Sashiko and Visible 
Mending, discovering creative ways to repair, mend and breathe new life 

into clothing and textiles.

It’s been a packed few months, and a huge thank you goes to our 
volunteers, workshop leaders and everyone who has joined us. We’re 

looking forward to plenty more growing, learning and sharing as we head 
into autumn!

Join our newsletter ­ subscribe here ­ https://subscribepage.io/utgM4g to 
keep up to date with what we are up to!

kilmalliecf@gmail.com www.facebook.com/kilmalliecf or insta 
@kilmalliecfandgarden.

SC053363
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KILMALLIE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS FUND
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025­2026

Fund Raising

The Race Night, our major fundraiser, is now an annual event and was, once again, hosted by Linda and Duncan 

at Tradewinds.  An enthusiastic company of customers and staff enjoyed a successful evening and raised over 

£1000, which ensured our financial health for another year. The date for the Race Night this year is Saturday 10th 

October 2026.

Pole Lights

The replacement of the older lights with newer fixtures continued this year, and this involved some complications 

for Thistle Access in November.  Some of the new lights are slightly smaller and less colourful than the old ones 

and this is due to the constraints set upon us by BEAR in relation to the new poles.  One advantage however is 

that they are easier to handle, erect and store. The matter of storage is becoming a real issue.  Our storage area 

has been greatly improved this year by the addition of some sturdy shelves.  However, due to our ongoing drive to 

improve and add to the display each year, the storage area is now very full.  Any offer to help ease this problem 

would be very welcome!

Switch On

Undoubtedly the highlight of our year, the Switch On ceremony was held on a mild, slightly damp evening in 

December last year.  Our MC for the evening, Sandra Fortune, welcomed a large enthusiastic audience which 

included our new Regional Councillor Sammy Cameron as well as many children and parents.  Mrs Fortune 

thanked all the people in the community who 

help the organisers throughout the year.  Our 

second speaker, Tanya Ross, brought us up to 

date with the activities of STAR for Harris over 

the last twelve months.  The challenging task 

of switching on the lights was then performed 

by Sophie Masson and Cole Currie, from 

Banavie Primary School, to great applause.  

We then repaired to Kilmallie Community 

Centre, where STAR for Harris volunteers had 

prepared a magnificent buffet of home baking 

and hot drinks for all. The date for the Switch 

On Ceremony this year is Friday 4th 

December 2026.

Looking Forward

Rather like the pole lights themselves, the old, 

fading members of the group are gradually 

being replaced by younger, brighter, more 

efficient models.  We now have a new 

Treasurer, and our Senior Electrician, Dougie 

Dykes, now has a young and well qualified 

assistant.  Despite these welcome 

developments, we are very keen to hear from 

anyone willing to become involved – especially 

around the festive season.  

Paul Brian,

Chairman,  Kilmallie Christmas Lights Fund
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Sunshine and Sea Adventures: 
Community Day Draws Crowds to Corpach 

Marina
Corpach Marina welcomed hundreds of visitors on Saturday for its annual 

Community Day, with a packed programme of activities combining to 

create a memorable day for all ages.

Despite some uncertain forecasts in the lead‐up to the event, the weather 

played ball, remaining dry and warm for most of the day and providing the 

perfect backdrop for a fantastic community celebration on the shores of 

Loch Linnhe. 

The local community turned out in their droves to take part in the day's 

activities, and it was wonderful to see so many happy faces enjoying 

everything the marina has to offer. 

A huge highlight of the day was the range of water‐based activities on 

offer. Visitors flocked to experience the hugely popular RIB rides 

aboard Aurora, courtesy of the team from Cruise Loch Linnhe, providing 

speed, thrills and unforgettable memories out on the water. 

The team from Lochaber Yacht Club introduced visitors to the joys of 

sailing, taking participants out onto the loch and offering a taste of life 

under sail, while Rockhopper Sea Kayaking delivered kayaking sessions 

that proved popular with both children and adults alike. Lochaber Coastal 

Rowing also gave visitors the chance to try their hand at rowing, with 

plenty of laughter and enthusiasm from those taking part. 

Our emergency services were out in force throughout the day, bringing 

vehicles, flashing lights and engaging demonstrations to the marina. 

Representatives from Police Scotland, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, 

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team and HM Coastguard showcased their 

vital work and demonstrated the importance of water safety while 

enjoying our local coastline and waterways. 

Adding to the atmosphere throughout the day, members of the Lochaber 

Pipe Band played a few tunes and provided a fitting soundtrack to the 

celebrations. 

Keeping everyone fed and watered was no small task, but An Cafaidh 

Mara rose to the challenge with a busy day serving refreshments to 

visitors. Miele's Ice Cream proved a firm favourite in the warm weather, 

while Woody's Burger Van kept appetites satisfied with a range of 

delicious food throughout the day.

For younger visitors, there was plenty of entertainment thanks to Maddie 

the Entertainer, whose balloon creations kept children smiling all 

afternoon. Pupils from Bun‐sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar showcased their 

artistic talents as face‐painting artists and also ran a competition to name 

the marina's three beautiful swans, with the winning names to be 

announced soon.

The Royal Bank of Scotland's mobile banking team was also on site, 

offering practical advice and information on fraud awareness and scam 

prevention, helping local residents stay safe in an increasingly digital 

world.

Visitors also had the opportunity to meet representatives from UHI, who 

were promoting the wide range of nautical and marine courses available 

to local young people. Their involvement highlighted the important role 

education and skills development play in supporting the future of the 

maritime industry in Lochaber. 

Overall, Community Day was a tremendous success and captured what 

Corpach Marina is all about. More than just a marina, it is a gathering 

place for the whole community; a place to meet, socialise and spend time 

together. Whether you're a sailor, a neighbour, a visitor or simply passing 

through, you'll always find a warm welcome, friendly faces and a strong 

sense of belonging. 

Corpach Marina would like to extend its sincere thanks to all of the 

activity providers, emergency services, volunteers, local businesses and 

community organisations who helped make the day such a success. Their 

enthusiasm, generosity and commitment ensured a day to remember for 

everyone who attended.

THOMAS TELFORD CORPACH MARINA



LOCHABER RUGBY 
CLUB

Lochaber men win their first silverware of the year, with a preseason win over Caithness in a close and very damp 
inaugural Hymac cup, in memory of our former Donnie MacLennan who passed away in March this year.  It was the 

first time that our two clubs have met for a long time as we chose to move to the West League a number of years 
ago, and although the weather was 'a typical Lochaber day' it was a very tight result. This Cup game will be played 

for annually in memory of club team mate Donnie MacLennan ­ seeing us travelling to Caithness next year.

At half time an oak tree was planted on the hill in memory of Donnie ­ which was a very poignant moment, but a 
perfect way to mark and celebrate Donnie in our Club. After the match was over Donnie's son David presented the 

Hymac Cup to club captain Ben Fulford and he was also presented with a Caithness strip signed by all of his former 
team mates ­ a lovely gesture and very much appreciated by David.

Gary Hendrie 

Lochaber Rugby Club
# A Club Like No Other  
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plans afoot

Here are the local applications we've 
noticed on the Weekly Lists in the last 
few months, up to 21/08/2026.

Some may have been already 
determined.

For further information about the Weekly 
Planning Lists, see the Sept 2014 edition 
of Kilmallie Community News. If you 
would like to receive weekly lists by 
email, please contact KCC Secretary on 
secretary@kilmallie.org.uk.

PIP= Permission in principle 

FUL= Full application 
LBC = Listed builiding consent 
PNO = Prior notification 
OHL = Overhead Electricity Line 
ADV = Advertisment 
MSC = Matters Specified in Conditions 
(ie typically follow­up details to a 
permission already granted) 
SCOP = Scoping application

CORPACH IN COLOUR  

The floral displays throughout Corpach are still looking good and bring 

some colour to a  variety of areas. Our volunteers are a valued support in 

looking after a few roadside tubs  each or other areas We are always 

looking for people to help to improve our village and it  is not too 

demanding a task so if you can think of anyone local who might help do 

get in  touch.  

Also much appreciated are the local sponsors who contribute and whose 

names you can  see on the tubs as you pass them. In challenging times it 

is good to see locals involved in  enhancing their own community in 

different ways.  

 If you would like to help or would like more information please contact us. 

 Sue Chadney: chadneysue@gmail.com 

Moira Shearer: moira.shearer@hotmail.co.uk  
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If you’re looking for something a little 

different this autumn, why not spend 

a day immersed in the uplifting 

rhythms of West African drumming? 

Whether you’re searching for a new 

hobby, hoping to meet new people, or 

simply fancy trying something 

completely different, Highland African 

Beats has the perfect event for you.

This September, Highland African 

Beats is celebrating its 10th 

anniversary with a very special 

African Drumming Weekend at 

Roybridge Memorial Hall on Saturday 

26th and Sunday 27th September 

2026.

Leading the workshops is the 

inspirational Mohamed Gueye, a 

gifted Djembeföla (master djembe 

player), musician and Griot from 

Senegal. Born and raised in a family 

of renowned musicians, Mohamed 

has inherited generations of musical 

knowledge and tradition. Alongside 

the rhythms of the djembe, sabar, 

sawrouba and tama, he shares the 

stories, culture and heritage that 

make West African music so vibrant 

and meaningful.

Mohamed is an exceptional teacher whose infectious enthusiasm, warmth and encouragement create an unforgettable 

experience. Whether you’re picking up a drum for the very first time or have years of drumming experience, you’ll be 

welcomed, supported and inspired throughout the weekend.

As well as celebrating music, the weekend is about community, connection and the joy of making music together. It’s a 

chance to step away from the stresses of everyday life, experience the rich traditions of West Africa, and share in an 

atmosphere full of rhythm, laughter and friendship.

Weekend tickets (Sat/Sun) are now limited, with Sunday only tickets still available. If you’ve been thinking about 

coming along, now is the perfect time to book.

For more information or to reserve your place, email highlandafricanbeats@gmail.com.

Come and feel the rhythm in the heart of Lochaber, we’ll be waiting with a warm Highland welcome.

Feel the Rhythm 
with Highland 
African Beats
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Green Fingers
Now it's Autumn and time to harvest the efforts of our hard work. We have 2 Carrots ! I sowed the seeds in three trugs, same as last 

year, didn't cover them so Blackbirds dug them up twice. Tried again, covered with Enviromesh, puppy sat on them, so I will be buying 

carrots this year. Leeks have mostly gone to seed despite buying seed that supposedly stops the problem. Planted Brassicas, 

carefully covered, Cauliflowers came to nothing but Cabbages are delicious, there is one solitary Sprout so it will be interesting to see 

if it survives. Broad Beans were great, same with Charlotte potatoes and onions. Lifted onions when tops folded over, dried in 

greenhouse and now hanging up in tight . Maybe try some from seed next year. Beetroot did well and have some pickled. Garlic did 

quite well, have ordered Elephant Garlic and other bulbs so will plant about end of September and keep my figers crossed.

Now it's getting time to plan for next year. We put thick layers of cardboard between the veg beds, to keep weeds down, this worked 

well, along with the shredded bark. Thinking of planting onions next year through black polythene, again to keep weeding under 

control maybe do same with Leeks and Beetroot. Also planning putting leaf mould down along with some mulch and farmyard 

manure.

I have taken lots of cuttings from perennial, also from Pelargoniums and Fuschias, plus kept seed from some annuals like Cosmos.

We have been very lucky to have no problem with drought , only had to water hanging baskets and window boxes.

Tomatoes are doing well, at least Sungold are pretty reliable. We tried a new one, Indigo Rose, almost black and supposed to have 

good flavour , it produced lots of flowers, didn't taste of much to be honest.

Got the shed, gates, seats painted, some tools cleaned and put away, others will, be found in due course.

Enjoy the lovely Autumn days and ordering bulbs for Spring

G&T time 

Morag and dogs
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Kilmallie Community Company

Tom Guisach Pinewood & Cnoc nam Faobh Oakwood
Notice of 2026 AGM & Agenda

Date, Time and Place

Friday 13th Nov. ‐ 7:30 pm ‐ back hall, Kilmallie Community Centre.

Members and non‐members are welcome. Membership forms will be available for those wishing to join and offer their 

support.

Agenda

1. Apologies.

2. Minutes of the last AGM. Copies will be available.

3. Progress Report.

4. Treasurer’s Report. Copies of the accounts will be available.

5. Election of directors – The current Directors are:‐

Rob Cochrane, Nathan Berrie, Stuart Hood, John Ireland, Jaynie Ireland, Lisa Wharton & Simon Wells.

The board should have 5 or 6 elected directors plus one appointed by the Community Council and up to 2 coopted 

directors.

We have vacancies for 2 elected directors.

6. AOB includes ;the overrun/oversail area for SSE, Date for future work party.

Notice of any other business can be given to the secretary before the meeting. Email pjbiggin@gmail.com
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