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Draft Minutes of meeting held at 19.15 on Monday 24 August 2026 at Kilmallie Community Centre 

Present     Apologies  

Kilmallie CC 
Gwyn Moses (Chair) 
Carol Anne Campbell (Treasurer)  
Russell Leaper (Secretary) 
 
Highland Council 
Cllr Sammy Cameron 
Cllr Liz Saggers 
 
2 x member of public (on-line) 

 
GM 
CAC 
RL 
 

Lyn Kilpatrick 
Steven Ingram (Scottish Canals) 

LK 

                   

 

    

1. Apologies 

As above noted. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

 

3. Minute of meeting   

The minute of the meetings held on 25 May 2026 and 22 June 2026 were approved. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

The balance on 24/08/2026 was £3167.08. Donations to the newsletter were £525. Members 

expressed their appreciation for the donations. 

 

The annual accounts presented at the AGM had also been independently checked and were 

adopted at the meeting (although the meeting was not quorate, LK had previously inspected 

and agreed to the accounts and so all Community Council members agreed to their adoption). 

Members expressed their appreciation to Joy Biggin for checking the annual accounts. 

 

5. Closure of Fort William Post Office 
The closure of the Post Office in Fort William is a serious problem for the wider area. This leaves Corpach 

as the only Post Office in the vicinity of the town and it does not provide the full range of services. There 

are concerns that the Corpach Post Office does not have the space to cope with increased demand and 

there may be long queues.  
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6. Updates on Blàr Mòr liaison group 
RL attended the meeting of the Blàr Mòr liaison group. Helen Cameron (Highland Council , Housing 
Development) provided an update on the  Although there are plans for a play area for the next phase of 
the housing development, this will likely have fewer facilities than in the original planning consent and 
will be subject to a new planning proposal. Concerns were raised that Highland Council was developing 
another isolated housing scheme without adequate play facilities. Gavin Sell (Highland Council, 
Integrated Services) outlined the next phase of work to develop plans for future care home and housing-
with-care provision. The project will be co-produced with communities and informed by demographic, 
housing and health needs data. The focus is currently Fort William while considering wider Lochaber 
needs. The Project is currently being planned with the intention of recommendations being made by the 
end of 2026. There is still uncertainty over the site allocated for the STEM centre. Lydia Rohmer from UHI 
indicated that greater clarity on implications for the site is expected by end 2026.  
 
In discussion, it was noted that there was a need for new housing for people with specific accessibility 
needs. The Blàr Mòr site could be a suitable site for this. Gavin Sell had indicated that he would welcome 
suggestions from the community for these type of projects. Participants at the meeting offered to 
provide specific examples of the accessibility needs of individuals in the community with respect to 
housing that could be built on the Blàr Mòr. Kilmallie CC will also raise this at the next liaison group 
meeting. 
 

7. Inadequacies of bins at Neptune’s Staircase car park 
We had been contacted about overflowing bins at the Neptune’s Staircase car park. The bins at the 

Neptune’s Staircase car park are the responsibility of Highland Council whereas the bins at the parking 

beside the Banavie basin are the responsibility of Scottish Canals. Both sets of bins have suffered from 

people dumping rubbish when the bins are already full resulting in overflowing. Rubbish from camper 

vans appears to be a particular problem at the Neptune’s Staircase car park. 

 

8. Canal swing bridge opening times 
We had received a request to investigate whether the curfews on swing bridge opening times could be 

adjusted to be more in line with primary school closing times. The current curfews for the Banavie bridge 

are: 

 

Mon-Fri:  08:30-09:00 (all year) 
Mon-Thu: 15:25-16:10 (School term time) 
Fri: 13:30-14:15 (School term time) 
 
Steven Ingram (Scottish Canals) had noted by email that these times had been agreed after consultation 
with Shiel Buses to try to minimise disruption to school buses serving the High School. An extension of 
these curfew times to include primary school times would be very challenging because of the other times 
when the bridge cannot be swung because of the train timetables. 
 

9. Fort William Integrated Transport Plan Options Engagement Summary Report 
The Fort William Integrated Transport Plan, Options Engagement Summary Report, was published in July 

2026 (https://hitrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026_09_03_Engagement-Report_v3.pdf ). A 

range of options were consulted on including changes to active travel, bus, rail, freight,  and roads. Some 

options involved major infrastructure projects while others just required much more minor interventions. 

The consultation revealed general differences in views between business operators who tended to 

support major capital infrastructure and the community who supported smaller interventions that might 

https://hitrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026_09_03_Engagement-Report_v3.pdf
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be achieved quickly and improve the current situation. This was particularly the case with options to 

address traffic congestion on the A830/A82 where the strongest public support was for localised junction 

improvements. 

 

 

10. Climate change - community contribution to achieving climate change related targets 
While Lochaber has had a rather cool and wet summer the severe drought and heatwaves in other parts 

of the UK highlight the impacts of climate change that are happening much faster than many predictions. 

 

11. Date of next meeting (Monday 28 September) at 19:15 in Kilmallie Hall. 
 

 


